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Synopsis

Now in paperback! The Roman Colosseum was the work of a brilliant and energetic civilization. The
Roman Colosseum was the work of a cruel and brutal civilization. Both are true. The Roman
Colosseum was one of the most extraordinary buildings in the ancient world, a work of engineering
genius whose design is imitated every time a modern stadium is built. Yet, what went on inside this
building is difficult to comprehend. Over the centuries, tens of thousands of slaves, prisoners of
war, and criminals were slaughtered in the Colosseum for the entertainment of over 50,000 cheering
fans. So many animals were destroyed in gruesome "hunts" staged in the arena that entire species
disappeared from the Roman colonies of North Africa. The Roman Colosseum interweaves the
impressive story of the construction of this remarkable building and the sobering tale of the "games"
that went on inside it. In doing so, it reveals an entire civilization in all its genius and its brutality.
Wonders of the World series The winner of numerous awards, this series is renowned for Elizabeth
Mann’s ability to convey adventure and excitement while revealing technical information in engaging
and easily understood language. The illustrations are lavishly realistic and accurate in detail but do
not ignore the human element. Outstanding in the genre, these books are sure to bring even the
most indifferent young reader into the worlds of history, geography, and architecture. "One of the

ten best non-fiction series for young readers." - Booklist
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Customer Reviews

Grade 4-6?A colorful, informative introduction to the structure and history of gladiatorial games. The
useful text provides fascinating facts about architectural and building innovations utilized in the
construction of this arena and an explanation of the ingenious ticketing and numbered entrances
that were designed to control the flow of 50,000 spectators. Details about gladiator training, styles of
fighting, and the use of wild animals reinforce the author’s contention that the Colosseum is both a
symbol of Rome’s greatness and its brutality. A clear, well-written text and full-color drawings and
paintings graphically depict the events held there. Photographs of mosaics, relief carvings, and the
site are also included. Richard Watkins’s Gladiator (Houghton, 1997) offers more details about the
games, the participants, and their social standing in Roman society and Don Nardo’s The Roman
Colosseum (Lucent, 1998) is hard to beat if additional background on the design and construction of
the arena is needed.?Cynthia M. Sturgis, Ledding Library, Milwaukee, ORCopyright 1999 Reed

Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Like others in the Wonders of the World Series, this has a picture book style and look but is packed
with history.... Mann explores the history and the events that led up to the building of the
Colosseum, and then looks at some of the structure’s unusual features which continue to have an
impact on modern engineers and architects. The text is clear, informative and flows well. (Booklist)A
colorful, informative introduction to the structure and history of the gladiatorial games. The useful
text provides fascinating facts about architectural and building innovations utilized in the
construction of this arena.... Details about gladiator training, styles of fighting and the use of wild
animals reinforce the author’s contention that the Colosseum is both a symbol of Rome’s greatness
and its brutality, A clear, well-written text and full-color drawings and paintings graphically depict the
events held there. (School Library Journal) --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition

of this title.

Although simple to read, some very good history in Customs and Culture, & Engineering information
is provided; that helps see where current Custom and Tradition was adopted by Europe & the

Americas.



Added some of my own pictures and notes from a recent trip to Rome. My grandson loved it!

Quick read, very authoritative history

| used this book to get my 9 year old ready for our trip to Europe. He loved the book and it made our

trip to the Coliseum more exciting.

One of several books used for a class report. The info is good, but parts of it were presented well in
an interesting manner, and other sections were very dry and harder to get through. A good book for

an overview on the subject.

Great book

| ordered it for my son he is 10 he need it to make a project about the 7 wonders of the world, it was

very helpful.

As far as | could tell, 8 year old understood stories in the book. Might not buy if choosing at a

bookstore.
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